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Shemini

Reticence vs. Impetuosity

(v
(ogsg3 7
pderslog

Petibn arashat Shemini begins with what should have been a day of joy.

The Isrzelites had completed the Mishkan, the Sanctuary. For seven days

Moses had made preparations for its consecration. ! Now on the eighth

day - the first of Nisan (Ex. 1012}, one year to the day since the Israelites

had received their first command two weeks prior to the Exodus — the

{ service of the Sanctuary was about to begin. The sages say that in heaven,
it was the most joyous day since creation {Megilla 10b).

But tragedy struck. The two elder sons of Aaron “offered a strange
fire that had not been commanded” (Lev.10:1) and the fire from heaven
that should have consumed the sacrifices consumed them as well. They

;\kdied. Aaron’s joy turned to mourning. Vayidom Aharon, “And Aaron
was silent” (10:3). The man who had been Moses’ spokesman could no
longer speak. Words turned to ash in his mouth,

There is much in this episode that is hard to understand, much

r.that’has to do with the concept of holiness and the powerful energies

@ \(0 it released that, like nuclear power today, could be deadly dangerous
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